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. DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Tity Hall is one of three vu1¢uE1%h in Columbus which show the influence of

the Rowanpsque style. The building consiste of a central mass four bays square, with
east-west masses six bays long and two bays wide attachedon the north and south; a four
story tower is centrall lace b 1l nd, with its base projecting slightly fro
that elevation., 32a hed slate roof, the tower has a square
pyramidal roof, and gables on the ends of the east-west win

<+
v
“lanking the gables tower are octagonal corner buttresses

capped with conical finials.

The elevations consi o}
snooth brick walls, with string course between the first and second floors and machi-
colations under the eaves. The basement windows are deeply recessed square openings;
those above have only slight reveals, and are topped with round arches of header coursi
All windows have their original two- ovefzhouEIe -hung sash; those of the second floor
additionally had large transom lights, now replaced with solid panels. In each of the
gables there are two fixed single-glazed square windows in file with the openings below
and the apex is filled with diagonally laid coursing.

The treatment of the tower on the main {north) elevation is the building's princip
feature. In the base, the main entrance is recessed within a large round arch, whose
smooth surfaces contrast with the rock-faced coursing from which it springs. There are
two sets of entrance doors; outer weather doors and heavily carved inner doors. All
doors are double glazed leaves, with transom and side lights. Immediai@ly beneath the
impost of the arch on either side are inscriptions with the date of construction and th
names of the architect and builder; the the wall above the entry, a large tablet lists
the names of the mayor and city council. The two windows on the second story of the
tower are rectangular, with no visibly expressed lintelj; directly above them is a table
with the building's name. At the third floor level a single round window with four
lights set inside header coursing is centered on the north wall. A string course
separates the third and fourth tower levels above them, wooden louvers fill masonry
openings ident¥al to those of the secornd floor windows, and brackets of corbelled brick
extend beneath a masonry reveal Just below the crown mould of the eave.

All interior walls and floor systems are wood frame, still in good condition.

The roof structure consists of large timber trusses bearing on the exterior masonry wal:
The masonry shows no signs of settlement or deterioration.

f a high basement of rock-faced ashlar limestone beneath
Xl
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ts architectural design and in its
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The Columbus City Hall is significant both in
m

architect, Charles F. Sparrell,

In style, the City Hall combines elements of two Victorian Romanesque revivals,
The expanses of smooth wall and the shallow window reveals are typical of the earlier
Romanesque Revival of 1840-1880. The rock-faced coursing of the basement, corner
buttresses, and particularly the treatment of the central arched entry derive from the
Richardsonian Romanesque mode. The building is a conserative attempt to reconcile the
desire to use then-fashionable Richardsonian devices with established methods of
construction. The occurance of the Romanesque Revival in Columbus is limited to
three buildings; of these, the City Hall is the most impressive example.

Charles F. Sparrell was Columbus' only practicing architect in the nineteenth
century. Sparrell's commissions in the 1890's were numerous, and included large school
buildings, commercial structures and residences, but the City Hall,is his best-known
work., Sparrell was the only architect in Columbus to design buildings in the
Romanesque Revival style. ?

Plans for a new city hall building have been drawn; when that building is complete,
new uses will have to be found for the old City Hall.

As the City Hall the building has been a major structure in the lives of Columbus

residents. It has served as the focal point for municipal political and governmental
activities in Columbus for almost eighty-five years.
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